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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 


the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in ON ak Clon society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. 


sions or security out o 


VINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of 
production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. j 


pen- 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





White Collar Strike 


The first large nation-wide white 
collar strike in the history of or- 
ganized labor has been the tie-up 
of over 15,000 Prudential insur- 
ance agents. If this strike brings 
gains to the insurance men, we 
will see an acceleration of union 
organizational efforts among other 
white collar groups who hereto- 
fore have usually been the last 
ones in industry to receive bene- 
fit from general wage advances. 
For more than 25 years the base 
pay of the Prudential agent has 
remained unchanged — $35 a 
week. The union demands a guar- 
anteed minimum of $55 and ade- 
quate grievance machinery, job 
security clauses, union shop and 
an expense allowance for the au- 
tomobiles they must use if they 
make a living wage. The com- 
pany has responded with an offer 
of a $3.11 weekly raise and an 
additional $3.14 in company-paid 
benefits for the workers. 

Company publicity appearing 
in many newspapers stated that 
the average agent has_ earned 
$111 per week, but this is hotly 
disputed by the Prudential work- 
ers. They maintain that only a 
most successful salesman with a 
very lucky territory can earn that 
much, that the $111 is a mathe- 
matical average made possible by 
the high earnings of the older and 
most effective salesmen in un- 
usually good territories. The typi- 
cal Prudential agent, it is claimed, 
has not averaged over $55 or $60 
a week, out of which he must pay 
his own car expense. For many 
years the Prudential agents have 
failed to make any advance in 
their demands against the Pruden- 
tial company; now if their strike 
results in any substantial victory. 
union leaders will move towards 
the organization of bookkeepers, 
clerks and general business em- 
ployees in both small and large 
institutions throughout the nation. 





NDERSTANDING: “Our son is back from Korea. What you have 

reported during past months is borne out by his experiences to 
a surprising degree and he is surprised at how well we understand the 
events he has witnessed.” It is statements like this which give Between 
The Lines its strength. Help us commemorate our 10th year of service 
by extending this understanding to someone else. We are asking every 
established subscriber to send in at least one new subscriber during the 
coming year. If you send in twelve subscriptions, we will send you as 
a gift a copy of Charles A. Wells’ recent book The Great Alternative, 
a handsomely bound hard-cover book which considers the six most 
pressing problems of our time. Send for your copy today. 











X-Ray and Foreeast 


INCE THE START OF THE ATLANTIC DEFENSE PROGRAM, 

we have frequently reported that the very purpose of our defense ef- 
fort would be defeated if American military extremism were not curbed, 
that plans to rush the rearming of an exhausted, hungry, war-sick Eu- 
rope, along with the rearming of Germany, would only frighten our 
friends and alienate our allies. 

The American public is not yet aware of the degree to which 
these military objectives of 1949-51 were attempted — and have failed. 
U. S. military extremists ignored the economic factors involved — they 
were demanding that 200 million of our allies give up hope of having any 
butter on their bread — before they even had enough bread. The at- 
tempts to rearm Europe on what was called here “an adequate scale” 
brought resistance from European peoples who saw their meagre eco- 
nomic recovery on the verge of being wiped out. Even England has 
buckled — another instance where only the partial truth has been made 
public. The denunciations of American rearmament plans by left-wing 
Laborite leader Aneurin Bevan, who was howled down at the time, have 
now, in a polite diplomatic way, become the outline of the Churchill po- 
sition relative to British cooperation with the American rearmament pro- 
gram. Britain will now proceed slowly and with caution as America foots 
the bill. The French flatly refused to cooperate if Germany were rearmed. 

SO WHEN YOU HEAR OF THE ATLANTIC DEFENSE 
PROGRAM now, it is far from what was planned two years ago. Eu- 
rope is being rearmed, but at a 60 per cent reduction of former estimates, 
at a more reasonable gradual rate. The rising protests of peace-minded 
American citizens and the facts of life in Europe — these are the elements 
that have curbed the onrush of American military extremism in Europe. 


PAIN has been an important factor in this changing scene. U. S. mil- 
itary planners were intent a few months ago in ramming through a 
military mutual aid program for Spain, although our high command was 
sharply split over the possible benefits of such an alliance. Spain has no 
arms industry, has primitive roads, with a ragged army still riding on don- 
keys. If we should spend billions in road building, on armaments — even 
then, what would it mean? Franco makes it clear that his army cannot 
be used, except to defend Franco! 
BUT THE PRO-SPAIN POWER BLOC IN THIS COUNTRY 
(the clique around Senators McCarran and McCarthy whose working 
formula is “if you ain’t for Franco and Chiang Kai-shek, you’re un- 
American”) built up tremendous pressure on this issue and is still work- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


The Church Challenged 

Racial justice is coming to Amer- 
ica slowly, inevitably, and some- 
times through bloody progress be- 
cause Christian forces, which 
should be taking the lead, have 
fallen behind. 

“Politics, sports, 
and industry have been more 
successful than the Christian 
Church in breaking down racial 
barriers”, correctly states Dr. Lis- 
ton Pope, dean of the Divinity 
School of Yale University, one of 
America’s outstanding social 
prophets. Dr. Pope notes that less 
than one per cent of the Christian 
congregations of the U. S. admit 
a mixture of racial groups on 
their rolls, whereas political par- 
ties, sports organizations, trade 
unions —all have accepted the 
principle of racial democracy in 
America, as Between The Lines 
has often reported. “The Chris- 
tians have a lot of house clean- 
ing to do before they can call 
themselves Christian”, insists Dr. 
Pope. On a world-wide scale the 
Communists have stolen the lead- 
ership over much of Asia, for ra- 
cial justice has been the central 
motif of Communist appeal in 
Asia, propaganda that is also rap- 
idly coming to the foreground in 
Africa where again Christianity 
has done much preaching but lit- 
tle practicing. 

What is this costing America— 
in violence and bloodshed? In 
one state alone — Florida — we 
have a picture of hundreds of 
beautiful and wealthy churches 
that preach the gospel of love in 
fashionable and popular style but 
have not been able to make that 
gospel sufficiently effective to de- 
velop leadership that would pre- 
vent increasing bloodshed in their 
cities. In Miami a completed Negro 
housing project large enough to ac- 
commodate 16 families has been 
dynamited; other Negro homes have 


been destroyed in like manner. In 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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The Church Challenged 


(continued) 
addition, similar attacks were made 
on a Jewish school and synagogue. 
All of this was climaxed by the 
cowardly destruction of the home 
of a Negro leader, H. T. Moore, 
representative of the National As- 
for the Advancement of 
People. Mr. Moore and 
both died as a result of 
Florida po- 
litical and police leaders have 
done little but arrest a few Ne- 
groes whom questioned at 
great length, but they made few 
attempts to fix any guilt upon 
white citizens. And they defended 
such inept efforts by raising the 
cry of “communism” against the 
victims of the bombs and dyna- 
mite! 
Some years ago the Catholic 
Church quietly ended segregation 
in their churches and many of 


sociation 
Colored 
his W ife 


this bomb explosion. 


+} ar 
iney 


their schools. Contrary to the 
foreboding predictions by some 
explosive Protestants as to what 


would happen if segregation end- 
ed in the churches, Catholic lead- 
ers reported that little change 
came with the end of segregation 
— just an occasional quiet visit 
of Negro worshippers who by 
their reverence and respect set an 
example to all. No one wants to 
face it but there are several thou- 
sand churches in America that 
send money to Africa every vear 
to tell the people there that God 
is love — but won’t let their col- 
ored sexton sit in the back row 
during prayer meeting. We urge 
no sudden or rash transition, but 
the fact is inescapable that these 
issues will be settled by actual 
Christian living and thinking—or 
by bloodshed. 

In every community where such 
things have happened, there are 
thousands of Christian people who 


regret these occurrances most 
deeply and genuinely. But there 
are the Churches — with their 


large investments in property and 
’ 


leadership standing as symbols of 


fsilor 


e to translate the gospel into 


genuine Christian leadership. 
RUSSIAN BAPTISTS: The 

Baptist Times of England has 

printed report on the work of 


the Baptists in Russia — the larg- 
est of the evangelical denomina- 
tions that work entirely independ- 
ent of the great Russian Orthodox 
Catholic Church which 
been recognized as the semi-offi- 
cial church in Russia. There are 
3,000 Baptist Churches in the So- 
viet with 3 million adherents. 
Since church membership among 
Russian maintained 
along strict organizational and 
doctrinal lines, the report puts the 
actual membership at 
400,000 with the leading Baptist 
Church in Moscow having 4,000 
members. Hundreds of Baptist 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


ing on it. Some U. S. military planners, who have been willing to go 
along to get the use of air bases and naval stations in Spain, have been 
asking how dependable Franco would be in a pinch. For the Fascist dic- 
tator congratulated the Japanese on their attack on Pearl Harbor; he 
provided Hitler with submarine bases from which the Nazi submarines 
attacked American shipping and destroyed thousands of American lives; 
his domestic policies today closely parallel the Nazi attitude toward de- 
mocracy; the Franco regime labels personal freedom and democratic 
freedoms as “corruption”. The Spanish aristocracy grows richer, while 
the starved families of voiceless Spanish workers riot for bread; Jews 
are oppressed in today’s Spain; Protestants are hounded, forced to live a 
ghetto-like existance. These are all things that the pro-Franco bloc in 
Washington tries to keep covered up. 

But consequenily the Europeans, whom we want to be our allies, 
are pulling back, don’t want anything to do with a war that embraces 
one tyranny while opposing another. 

ALL OF THE GREAT LABOR ORGANIZATIONS of the free 
world have sounded strong and bitter resentment over the inclusion of 
Franco in the Western defense system. The Communist appeal is to the 
workers; it is the workers’ door that the Reds seek to use as the doorway 
to the West. The European armies we seek to stand with us are drawn 
almost entirely from the ranks of workers and peasants, hence what the 
workers of the free world feel and think is of paramount importance. 
France, French manpower, strongest of the Western European conti- 
nental nations, is considered the backbone of the Atlantic Defense pro- 
gram under Eisenhower. Yet American observers who have visited 
France and have had contacts with the French working class all report 
the growth of an indifference, bordering on rebellion, among the French 
towards America’s European defense program. The Franco alliance is 
frequently pointed out as one of the evidences of America’s insincerity, 
that we really don’t care what happens to Europe and are only trying to 
protect ourselves. (See also the U. S. News and World Report, Dec. 21, 
"S51, for report on the attitude of French industrialists). 

Therefore, while little is being said in the press because of reli- 
gious pressure, our continued dealing with Spain is one of the main fac- 
tors behind the now admitted failure to arouse West European nations to 
rally promptly around us against Russia. Protests to Congress and to oth- 
er Washington officials by liberal democratic-minded Catholic laymen, 
Protestants, Masonic groups (for Masons are ruthlessly persecuted in 
Spain) over our alliance with Franco’s tyranny, have caused some slow- 
down of Franco-American cooperation but the Franco pressure groups 
are still plugging hard. 

Nearly a third of the Italians (99 per cent of them Catholics) 
voted Communist in Italy’s last election; about 25 per cent of the French 
voted Communist in France’s last election — these facts sounded a thun- 
derous warning that an impoverished, imbittered Europe could easily fall 
to the Reds without a Russian soldier’s taking a step and despite all the 
bombs and regiments our military could pile up. 

The Vatican is especially touchy about these facts, since it vigor- 
ously presents the Catholic Church as the greatest bulwark against com- 
munism and dislikes news showing that communism in the West is strong- 
est in the Roman Catholic countries. While American news channels, 
cowering before heirarchy pressures, gave few Americans a chance to 
learn of these revealing election results, the impact was not lost on 
American military and political leaders. 

Because tensions in Europe are now greatly eased, and economic 
security which is the absolutely necessary basis for peace has been bol- 
stered, talk of war in Europe this spring, so rampant a few months ago, 
has dwindled. Most military minds are unable to see it — but the big 
rush to rearm Western Europe and rearm Germany was the very thing 
that would have forced Moscow’s hand, alarmed the Russian people, 
made them believe the Communist propaganda that the U. S. was about 
to attack. The feeling in the politburo would have been built up that 
they must strike quickly in “self-defense” before America could rearm 
Germany, before Europe could be organized against “Russia’s security”. 
With these threats reduced, these fears allayed, the danger of explosive 
action diminishes. 


(continued) 


fT HE STORMY THREATS OF COMMUNISM, however, are not 

over — the storm center shifts to Indo-China. In spite of all the les- 
sons learned from the Dutch debacle in Indonesia, the British departure 
from India and the terrible lesson of Korea — the Western capitalist lead- 
ership, in its relationship to colonialism, continues to blunder. 

WE ARE TOLD by our own propaganda that by our coopera- 
tion with the French in Indo-China we are defending democracy, saving 
the world from communism; but one billion people of color look at Ko- 
rea and Indo-China and watch what they feel intensely is one of the last 

(continued on NEXT page) 


The Church Challenged 


(continued) 
Churches scattered throughout the 


rural areas are maintained by a 
small, determined, courageous 
membership but are _ attended 
faithfully and regularly by large 
crowds. This report came from a 
Quaker peace commission which 
recently visited Russia and many 
religious leaders. 

Under the Communists, the 


evangelicals (Protestants) do not 
suffer the oppression that falls 
upon the Roman Catholic 


Churches because every Baptist 
Church in Russia is autonomous 
and an independent group, thus 
free from outside organizational 
ties or foreign obligations. 
ITALIAN COMMUNISTS in 
the past have touched lightly on 
religious matters, ignoring some- 
what the open warfare that com- 
munism ordinarily carries on 
against the church. But recent 
dispatches from Rome (Associat- 
ed Press, Jan. 1) give the first 
hints of a new strategy in which 
the Communist leaders have be- 
gun open attacks against the 
church. Over 6,427,000 Italian 
Catholics voted Communist in the 
last election, despite the Pope’s 
threat of excommunication as a 
penalty for all Catholics who dar- 
ed collaborate with the Commu- 
nists. Encouraged by this persist- 
ent reaction from the Catholic 
people and the fact that few men 
or young people are ever seen in 
the Roman Catholic Churches of 
Italy, as many American tourists 
have noted, the Communists have 
apparently decided that the force 
of the church as a barrier against 
their expansion has been greatly 
over-rated. Hence, we may see 
the war between the Reds and 
the Catholic Church accelerated. 
PROTESTANTS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES: After World War 
II, America proudly bestowed 
freedom upon the Philippine Is- 
lands. But what kind of freedom? 
Protestant school teachers in some 
sections of the Philippines are 
being forbidden to take part in 
any religious activities outside of 
school hours. Catholics are even 
demanding that Protestant teach- 
ers refrain from teaching = or 
preaching in Protestant Churches 
on Sundays. Catholic priests are 
endeavoring to enforce, says the 
Christian Century (Dec. 12, °51), an 
“administrative code which forbids 
Protestant public school teachers 
to ‘proselyte’”— which means 
they cannot bear Protestant wit- 
ness in public. Protestant leaders 
are combatting this trend, hoping 
to maintain some form of reli- 


gious liberty in the Philippines. In 
Leyte province, policemen entered 
a Protestant academy to withdraw 
two students who had transferred 
to the school from a Roman Cath- 
olic academy. 








American Farm Bureau 


A CORRECTION: In our issue 
of Dec. 17, we mentioned the A- 
merican Farm Bureau Federation 
as being one of the biggest spending 
lobbies in Washington and described 
this organization as representing the 
industrial and landlord farming in- 
terests. Our statement was mislead- 
ing and we wish to correct it. The 
membership of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation is made up of 
all types of farmers, and because of 
its highly controversial tie-up with 
the publicly supported County A- 
gent and Extension Service, the 
Farm Bureau has a very large mem- 
bership. In this sense the AFBF 
does represent the family-size farm- 
ers as well as the industrial oper- 
ators, and many family-size farm- 
ers feel that the Farm Bureau has 
done fine things for American agri- 
culture. However, repeated congres- 
sional investigations have revealed 
that its top echelon lobby activities 
have usually represented the inter- 
ests of the large farmer, and the 
record shows that it has generally 
opposed aids for the little farmer, 
has sided with the private utilities 
against REA projects, has opposed 
the extension of the Valley Author- 
ity power projects (though often 
claiming credit for the fait ac- 
compli.) In addition, many instances 
have been brought out in senatorial 
hearings to show that the Farm 
Bureau has secretly accepted large 
sums from business concerns to 
propagandize their Farm Bureau 
memberships in the interests of ce- 
ment, fertilizer, fruit jars, etc., a- 
long with legislation relative to 
chain store regulation and subsidies 
for shipping concerns, etc. 

We offer the above as a brief re- 
sume of the record on which our 
statement was based. We are mak- 
ing a comprehensive re-survey of 
the entire question and will present 
a full report on our findings in a 
coming issue, giving both sides of 
the matter with references that can 
be studied for further details. 





WHAT IS WELFARE? Should 
not publicity put out by business 
organizations tell the truth? For 
instance, in recent materials re- 
leased by the U. S. Chambers of 
Commerce, which will undoubt- 
edly be quoted in many news- 
papers and periodicals, a discussion 


of the dangers of ‘“Welfare-ism” 
observes that welfare-spending 
takes “34.2 per cent of all Govern- 


ment spending.” In the so-called 
“proof” offered, the impression is 
given that the welfare spending re- 
ferred to is the U. S. Government’s 
program — yet included in the fig- 
ure are the welfare budgets of every 
state, county and town. Also la- 
belled as “weifare” is all the mon- 
ey that is spent on public schools 
and other education, mostly by 
state and local communities. 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


throes of white colonialism. We indignantly reply, “Why, the white race 
is through with colonialism, has renounced it, we no longer practice it,” 
for so we are told by our own propagandists. But here are facts which 
the rest of the world knows — at the present time, as UN figures show, 
Great Britain (population 47 million, area 94,000 square miles) holds in 
colonial status 80 million people and 5 million square miles; France 
(population 40 million, area 212,000 square miles) holds in colonial 
status 71 million people and 4,700,000 square miles; Belgium (popula- 
tion 8 million, area 12,000 square miles) holds in colonial status 10 mil- 
lion people in 900,000 square miles; Portugal (population 8 million, area 
35,000 square miles) holds in colonial status 10 million in 900,000 
square miles; the Netherlands (population 10 million, area 13,000 square 
miles) holds in colonial status, with Indonesia free, 1,371,000 people in 
219,000 square miles. 

The white man, preening himself on his more humane methods of 
extracting oil and other resources from other people’s property, tries to 
overlook these facts and figures, but millions of yellow and brown men 
remember these facts as they watch Indo-China with burning eyes. 

STALIN HIMSELF could not have set the stage better for a 
Communist expansion in Indo-China. Any reading on the history of 
French colonialism in Indo-China reveals a brutal record that was not 
softened until recent native resistance forced reform. Then, in an effort 
to stem the tide, the French colonial office secured a puppet ruler, Bao 
Dai, to represent the new Indo-Chinese “republic” under French control. 
With that move they not only gave little promise of actual freedom to 
the Indo-Chinese but picked out as their puppet a man whose reputation 
was known from Saigon to London as a playboy and gambler. Perhaps, 
after all, the choice was fitting, for Bao Dai blends in well with the sham 
republic the French set up with its vague promises. Stinging under the 
continued French yoke, the Indo-Chinese have naturally watched with 
interest as Red China successfully disposed of the Western colonial pow- 
ers. The Red politburo can hardly be blamed for moving in on a situation 
so splendidly prepared for their purposes. 

THE KEY to America’s relationship with Indo-China can be under- 
stood by looking at a map and discovering that the French colony is the 
gateway to the great, rich, Southeast Asian archipelago where oil, tin, 
rubber, copra, jute, hemp and many other products, vital to the Western 
capitalist economy, exist in unparalleled abundance. Through interlacing 
connections between the large Dutch Shell oil combine and American oil 
corporations, the international rubber cartels and other such groups, 
heavy pressure can and often is brought to play on American policy. It 
was thus, in 1946, as the people of Indonesia first tried to break the Dutch 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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War & Peace 

THE COLLIER’S WAR: Some 
months back Collier’s Magazine 
ran the widely discussed military 
panorama depicting the probable 
course of World War III. This 
was produced through the collab- 
oration of several noted American 
authorities on social, economic 
and military problems. The gist 
was that the U. S. would speedily 
win the war, liberate Europe from 
Red bondage and free the Rus- 
sian people from Soviet tyranny 
—that the peoples of Russia and 


Europe, thus liberated, would 
rise to embrace American democ- 
racy right down to corn flakes, 


television and the women’s fancy 
magazines. As a result of the Col- 
lier’s article, a storm of protest 
has arisen from journalists in Eu- 
rope who severely denounced all 
the implications of the American 
view of a possible war. Many A- 
merican newspaper editors likewise 
denounced the glib descriptions of 
such a ghastly event. 

European journalists report 
that a wave of alarm has rolled 
over Europe — “See, the Ameri- 
cans are really getting ready to at- 
tack Russian,” “Americans do 
want war—and in order to 
Americanize us, they’re willing to 
bomb all of our cities and kill 32 
million men, women and children 
with atomic attacks”, for that 
was Collier’s estimate of the re- 
sults of bombing attacks in Eu- 
rope. Collier’s editors had en- 
thusiastically expected to expand 
the article into a book, but reac- 
tions throughout the rest of the 
world over this forecast of “the 
American war against Russia” 
were so vehement that the book 
project has been abandoned. Some 
of the leading writers who par- 
ticipated in the project declined 
to cooperate on the book. Edward 
R. Murrow and Robert E. Sher- 
wood said they did not want their 
articles included. Walter Reuther, 
who has repudiated the way the 
material he provided was adapted 
in the Collier’s project. has also 
bowed out of the book. 

American observers in Europe 
state that the Collier’s-type revela- 
tions of American attitudes do 
more damage to the cause of co- 
operation with our non-Commu- 
nist friends throughout the world 
than could be made up in several 
years of pro-American propaganda. 

WEAPONS OF PEACE: About 
the same time the Collier’s fire- 
works was released, a movement 
was started in Oklahoma City call- 
ed World Assistance, Inc.. which 
takes out in the opposite direc- 
tion. A sermon preached in an 
Oklahoma City Church by Dr. 
John Peters, a professor of relig- 
ion at Oklahoma City University. 
so challenged laymen in the con- 
gregation that they initiated a 

(continued first col., NENT page) 








War & Peace 
(continued) 
movement to implement American 
goodwill towards the under-privi- 
the world in a definite, 
efficiently planned and _ executed 
program of economic assistance. 
The effort became nation-wide and 
is enlisting leaders in the fields of 
industry, 
actively toward 
world ten- 
World 
111, 


‘ 
leged of 


economics, engineering, 
banking to wor! 
pe i ceful Ul itic ns ol 
i The headquarters of 
ASSIS ce, Inc. is P. O. Box 
Oklahoma City, Okla., or 156 
Fifth Ave., New York City. The 
core of the movement is the rec- 
ognition that communism feeds 
upon poverty and despair; the plan 
to meet this danger is by shar- 
ing American democratic — skill, 
goodwill and abundance. Such 
movements merit our support. 
But with the enormous weight 
of Government military spending 
representing the policy of America 
before the the world, no 
organization of private citizens, 
could make much impact either 
upon the attention of the world or 
its needs. Such a group might raise 
$25 million —a tremendous sum. 
But we shoot up that much in 
a few hours in Korea. Yet the 
amount we spent in 6 months in 
Korea, had it been used to aid 
China and Korea before June 
1950, would have stopped the 
Reds without a shot and the Ko- 
rean War would never have come. 
Our political leaders talk about 
the Point 4 program and econom- 
ic assistance to the rest of the 
world but continue to do compar- 
atively little about it. The main 
hope of such movements as World 
Inc., is that they will 
force upon our political leader- 
ship a recognition that America’s 
vast military expenditures cannot 
stop communism by killing hungry 
young men who wear Communist 
Action by private citi- 
the manpower 
that a government 
But aroused citizens 
the trend of Govern- 
from the wast- 
ary spending an 
area in which much that we make 
is finished 
and which could build peace 
since its onlv use is to destroy. 
BUILDING THEIR OWN 
HOMES is a healthy trend among 


men all over the 


sions. 


{ 
ons nee *¥ 
in i 


eves of 


Assistance, 


uniforms. 
zens cannot match 
and money 
pours out. 
can turn 
ment policy away 


age of milit 


is obsolete before it 


not 


voung country. 
In Lombard, Ill., a suburb of Chi- 
cago, a cooperative home communi- 
ty has bought ten more 
acres of farm land for more homes 
to be erected by its members. AIl- 
ready on its original tract this group 
has built 30 homes through cooper- 
ative self-help, and a dozen more 
ire being completed. This com- 

nor itive W iter 
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X-Ray and Foreeast — (continued) 
voke through the fulfillment of the promises of the Atlantic Charter, 
that large quantities of American munitions, produced for defense against 
Japan, were turned over to the Dutch colonial armies to be used in 
slaughtering thousands of Indonesian patriots fighting for the liberation 
of their people. In providing the weapons for this unjust war, the Amer- 
ican people were also betrayed, our traditions mocked. 

THIS SUPPORT OF DUTCH COLONIALISM, arranged in the 
twilight of secret diplomacy, was the big sell-out of the American people 
in Asia, a sell-out that did more to alienate the people of China, Korea, 
Indo-China away from us — before the Communist sweep in China — 
than all the other failures of American policies in Asia put together. But 
no congressional investigating committees have even been set up to ferret 
out the powerful influences in Washington that engineered this betrayal 
—- for that would come too close to the sensitive nerve lines running 
from banks and big industrial plants into high places in Washington. 

Today, are we to repeat the same incredible miscalculation in 
French Indo-China? It is true that the Reds, buttressed by Chinese Com- 
munist forces, are about to make a thrust into Indo-China, the gateway to 
Southeast Asia. And it is no doubt true that if we don’t help the French 
stem the tide, the Red horde will sweep on South. Yet so far there is no 
record of any adequate demand being made upon the French to clean 
house in their feudalistic Bao Dai regime. Millions of Asians who would 
much prefer to be on our side, standing with us under their own flag, 
have been driven in desperation to accept Communist leadership to save 
them from continued bondage under a French flag. For a big point our 
news reports continue to muffle is that the Communists’ cause in Indo- 
China has won, and continues to win and hold, a very strong and wide 
following among the Indo-Chinese. The French are not fighting Russians, 
nor have they as vet fought Chinese Communists; they have been fight- 
ing armies of Indo-Chinese under native Communist leadership, backed 
by an impressively large proportion of the people of Indo-China. 

But now large quantities of American armaments are being pour- 
ed in to help the French. Remember, as we have pointed out previously, 
that Mao Tze-tung, Red leader of China, rose to power on the promise 
to end racial domination in Asia, which is the heart of the Communist 
program in the Orient. As we take steps to reinforce the French bastions 
in Indo-China, lying alongside China’s southern frontier, even the strat- 
egy they teach at West Point would demand that Mao Tze-tung do every- 
thing possible to curb, undermine, thwart and defeat the build-up of bel- 
ligerent power at his doorstep. These are the steps that lead to war. 

IF YOU WILL LOOK AT THAT MAP AGAIN, you readily see 
that if we join forces with France in Indo-China, we will then have estab- 
lished our military power on each flank of China’s territory. From 
Korea in the north we might seek to drive through to Southern Man- 
churia. From Indo-China we could drive north into southern provinces 
of China, thrusting behind Canton and perhaps severing the head and feet 
of China. The ABC’s of military strategy require that China’s defensive 
forces should prevent such flanking forces from being established, or 
counter the move with all possible energy. Consequently when the U. S. 
armaments, tanks, planes, bombs began to pour into Indo-China, Mao 
Tze-tung began to pour troops into the southern provinces above Indo- 
China, then our headlines blared forth that the Chinese Reds were prepar- 
ing to attack! They no doubt are, for Mao would be considered a fool by 
military strategists if he didn’t react to our own maneuvers as he has. 
But few of us seem to care how things look to the other fellow. It is at this 
point that matters now stand in rather a delicate balance. 


HE HOPEFUL SIDE is that the debacle in Korea and developments 

in Europe have dampened somewhat the hot heads in our military 
councils. Our military planners, who are now sternly contemplating these 
facts, know: (1) that if we follow our increasing shipments of armaments to 
Indo-China with American manpower, Mao Tze-tung will also move into 
Indo-China; (2) that such an event is exactly what Moscow is hoping for, 
that it is in reality a trap as was the case in Korea, for Communist strategy 
for over 30 years has contemplated the doctrine of playing the Western 
capitalist powers against the embittered colored colonial peoples; (3) that, 
knowing how we had involved ourselves in Indo-China as well as Korea, 
the Reds will then be in a much stronger position to intensify their 
machinations in Burma and in the oil-rich Near East where Western com- 
mercial interests, such as the British in Iran, have by blindness and pro- 
crastination set the stage for a revolutionary break-up of the old totter- 
ing systems of native and foreign exploitation. 

The French cannot hold Indo-China without our help; we can’t 
do much more without serious involvement. The chances are that even- 
tually the French will be driven out, but the chances are also very strong 
that we will stay out and take our stand on more defensible grounds, 
such as along the frontiers of Free Indonesia where we honestly can 
say we are defending a free people. 


How Socialism Comes 

The story that emerges out of the 
great Illinois coal mine disaster, in 
which 119 miners lost their lives 
just before Christmas, is the fail- 
ure of government, unions and 
industry to enforce safety regula- 
tions. The Federal Government 
does inspect mines, issues state- 
ments to the unions and to the 
owners on conditions and dangers 
lurking in every coal mine. The 
death mine in West Frankfort. 
Illinois, had been inspected in 
January and February of 1951, 
and again in July, and warnings 
repeated on the dangerous condi- 
tions prevailing. But the Govern- 
ment has no power to enforce 
corrections of such findings. Ef- 
forts of a few couraseous con- 
gressmen and labor officials to se- 
cure authority for the Govern- 
ment to enforce the safety code 
has always raised the cry of “so- 
cialism” from industrialists and 
mine owners and their politicos. 

The possible nationalization of 
the American coal mines by the 
Government in future years will 
be the result of the failure of 
management today to accept re- 
sponsibilities that would prevent 
growth of Federal regulation and 
control. Where men refuse to pro- 
vide restraints and contro!s from 
within, such powers must even- 
tually be imposed from without. 





MENTAL HEALTH: About 50 
per cent of the patients in the hos- 
pitals of the U. S. are mental cases. 
Of the other 50 per cent hospital- 
ized for definite physical ailments, 
about 25 per cent of the cases 
could be traced to psychological 
causes, according to estimates by 
doctors. 
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